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No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic
or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems,
without written permission from the IB.

Additionally, the license tied with this product prohibits commercial use of
any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third parties,
including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study
services, preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping
services or teacher resource digital platforms and app developers, is not
permitted and is subject to the IB’s prior written consent via a license. More
information on how to request a license can be obtained from http://
www.ibo.org/contact-the-ib/media-inquiries/for-publishers/guidance-for-
third-party-publishers-and-providers/how-to-apply-for-a-license.

Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut étre reproduite sous quelque forme ni
par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou mécanique, y compris des
systémes de stockage et de récupération d’'informations, sans 'autorisation
écrite de I'lB.

De plus, la licence associée a ce produit interdit toute utilisation
commerciale de tout fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit.
L'utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs,
des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou d’aide aux études,
des établissements de préparation a I'enseignement supérieur, des
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des
gestionnaires de plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs
d’applications, n’est pas autorisée et est soumise au consentement écrit
préalable de I'lB par I'intermédiaire d’une licence. Pour plus d’informations
sur la procédure a suivre pour demander une licence, rendez-vous a
I'adresse http://www.ibo.org/fr/contact-the-ib/media-inquiries/for-publishers/
guidance-for-third-party-publishers-and-providers/how-to-apply-for-a-
license.

No se podra reproducir ninguna parte de este producto de ninguna forma ni
por ningun medio electrénico o mecanico, incluidos los sistemas de
almacenamiento y recuperacién de informacion, sin que medie la
autorizacion escrita del IB.

Ademas, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohibe el uso con fines
comerciales de todo archivo o fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El
uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye, a titulo enunciativo, editoriales,
profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o ayuda para el
estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y
entidades que presten servicios de planificacion curricular u ofrezcan
recursos para docentes mediante plataformas digitales— no esta permitido
y estara sujeto al otorgamiento previo de una licencia escrita por parte del
IB. En este enlace encontrara mas informacién sobre cémo solicitar una
licencia: http://www.ibo.org/es/contact-the-ib/media-inquiries/for-publishers/
guidance-for-third-party-publishers-and-providers/how-to-apply-for-a-
license.
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Section A
Criterion A: Language

¢ How effectively and accurately does the student use language?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

Command of the language is limited and generally ineffective.
1-2 | Alimited range of vocabulary is used, with many basic errors.
Simple sentence structures are sometimes clear.

Command of the language is generally adequate, despite many inaccuracies.
3-4 | Afairly limited range of vocabulary is used, with many errors.
Simple sentence structures are usually clear.

Command of the language is effective, despite some inaccuracies.
5-6 | A range of vocabulary is used accurately, with some errors.
Simple sentence structures are clear.

Command of the language is good and effective.
7-8 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately, with few significant errors.
Some complex sentence structures are clear and effective.

Command of the language is very effective.
9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately and effectively, with very few errors.
Complex sentence structures are clear and effective.

Clarification

Word count

At HL, students are required to write a minimum of 250 words in section A and 150 words in
section B. Failure to write the minimum number of words will result in a [1 mark] penalty under
criterion A. There is no penalty for exceeding 400 words in section A or 250 words in section B: the
whole text should be taken into consideration in the award of marks.

Language

Not all errors have the same importance, and examiners should bear this in mind. Some errors
affect the communication of meaning significantly, and others do not. Also, some errors indicate a
fundamental lack of command of the language, while others may simply indicate a moment of
forgetfulness.

SLIPS — mistakes at all levels of difficulty, but erratic and occasional — eg the candidate normally
forms past tenses well, but occasionally forgets “-ed”.

FLAWS — errors occur more regularly, particularly in certain structures — eg past tenses are formed
correctly quite often, but are not really reliable, and there may be basic confusions (eg past simple
versus present perfect).

GAPS - some structures are rarely correct, or simply don’t appear — eg the past tenses are
needed, but do not appear.

A good answer will have very few language gaps, if any, and slips or flaws very rarely affect
meaning.
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Criterion B: Message

e How clearly can the student develop and organize relevant ideas?

Marks

Level descriptor

0

The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1-2

The message has not been communicated.

The ideas are irrelevant and/or repetitive.

The development of ideas is confusing; supporting details are limited and/or not
appropriate.

The message has been partially communicated.

The ideas are relevant to some extent.

The development of ideas is evident at times; supporting details are sometimes
appropriate.

5-6

The message has been communicated fairly well.
The ideas are mostly relevant.
The development of ideas is coherent; supporting details are mostly appropriate.

7-8

The message has been communicated well.
The ideas are relevant.
The development of ideas is coherent and effective; supporting details are appropriate.

9-10

The message has been communicated very well.

The ideas are relevant and effective.

The development of ideas is coherent and thorough; supporting details are highly
appropriate.
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Question 1: Cultural diversity

A recent newspaper article claimed that governments do not do enough to help immigrants
integrate into society. You feel strongly about this issue. Write a letter to the editor of the
newspaper in which you express your opinion on the issue and give reasons for it.

o focuses poorly, or confusedly on the topic of whether governments do enough to help
immigrants integrate into society

e expresses little or no opinion about the topic
gives few, or unclear, reasons for the writer’s opinion

e uses very few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of
ideas.

34

o focuses loosely, or inconsistently on the topic of whether governments do enough to
help immigrants integrate into society

5-6 | expresses a limited opinion about the topic

e gives a few vague reasons for the writer’s opinion

e uses a few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas.

o focuses quite clearly on the topic of whether governments do enough to help
immigrants integrate into society
e expresses a basic opinion about the topic

-8 |, gives reasonably clear reasons for the writer’s opinion
e uses paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas
reasonably coherently.
o focuses clearly, and principally, on the topic of whether governments do enough to
help immigrants integrate into society
9-10 e expresses a clear opinion about the topic

e gives clear and detailed reasons for the writer’s opinion
e uses paragraphing and cohesive devices which structure the development of ideas
effectively.
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Question 2: Customs and traditions

On a holiday to an English-speaking country, you attended a traditional ceremony that has been
modernized to suit the 21st century, and you found the modernized version fascinating. Write an
email to a friend, describing the ceremony and how it was modernized, and explaining what you
liked about the modernized version.

3-4

focuses poorly on the ceremony: there is much irrelevant email chat

provides little or no background context: e.g. country, type of ceremony, original
purpose, etc

describes poorly or confusingly the ceremony, and how it was modernized
explains little about what the writer liked about the modern version

uses very few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of
ideas.

focuses to some extent on the ceremony: there is some irrelevant email chat
provides limited background context: e.g. country, type of ceremony, original purpose,
etc

describes vaguely the ceremony, and how it was modernized
explains superficially what the writer liked about the modern version
uses a few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas.

7-8

focuses quite clearly on the ceremony: there is not much irrelevant email chat
provides basic background context: e.g. country, type of ceremony, original purpose,
etc

describes adequately the ceremony, and how it was modernized

explains in general terms what the writer liked about the modern version

uses paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas
reasonably coherently.

9-10

focuses consistently and effectively on the ceremony: there is very little irrelevant
email chat

provides thorough background context: e.g. country, type of ceremony, original
purpose, etc

describes clearly the ceremony, and how it was modernized

explains in detail what the writer liked about the modern version

uses paragraphing and cohesive devices which structure the development of ideas
effectively.
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Question 3: Health

Many students at your school are exercising too much because they think it is the only way to
remain healthy. As the captain of the athletics club, you would like to raise awareness about this
problem. Write a pamphlet to be distributed to your schoolmates, defining what too much
exercise is, outlining its dangers and suggesting alternative ways in which they can improve their
health.

e gives no real explanation of what constitutes too much exercise
outlines little or not at all the dangers associated with too much exercise,

e explains unclearly or not at all one alternative way in which schoolmates can improve
their health

e uses very few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of
ideas.

e gives a vague explanation of what constitutes too much exercise
outlines superficially the dangers associated with too much exercise,

5-6 | * explains imprecisely one alternative way in which schoolmates can improve their
health

e uses a few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas.

e gives a basic explanation of what constitutes too much exercise
outlines a few dangers associated with too much exercise

e explains in general terms more than one alternative way in which schoolmates can
improve their health

e uses paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas
reasonably coherently.

gives a lucid explanation, with examples, of what constitutes too much exercise
» outlines the dangers associated with too much exercise with supporting details
e explains clearly more than one alternative way in which schoolmates can improve
310 |  their health
e uses paragraphing and cohesive devices which structure the development of ideas
effectively.
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Question 4: Leisure

You went on holiday to a country you’ve always wanted to visit. Nothing went as you planned,
and you came back home feeling disappointed and frustrated. Write a blog entry describing what
you had initially planned, explaining how it went wrong, and reflecting on what you have learned
from the experience.

3-4

expresses poorly or not at all irritation, disappointment or anger

describes the initial plan unclearly or not at all

explains confusingly or not at all how the plan went wrong

develops little or not at all the lessons learned from the experience

uses very few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of
ideas.

5-6

expresses vaguely irritation, disappointment or anger

describes the initial plan in a rudimentary way

explains vaguely how the plan went wrong

develops superficially the lessons learned from the experience

uses a few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas.

7-8

expresses to some extent irritation, disappointment or anger

describes the initial plan reasonably clearly

explains quite competently how the plan went wrong

develops in general terms the lessons learned from the experience

uses paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas
reasonably coherently.

9-10

expresses effectively irritation, disappointment or anger

describes the initial plan clearly

explains how the plan went wrong, and gives details

develops in some detail the lessons learned from the experience

uses paragraphing and cohesive devices which structure the development of ideas
effectively.
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Question 5: Science and technology

You interviewed an innovator who developed an application (or “app”) that can help teenagers
make better use of their time. Write an article based on this interview to be published in your
school magazine, describing the application and explaining how it will be of benefit to teenagers.
Do not simply write the exact words (or transcript) of the interview.

focuses poorly on the application the innovator developed

describes unclearly how the application works

explains confusingly or ineffectively how it helps teenagers improve their time-
management skills

uses the innovator’s responses little or not at all to support description and
explanation

uses very few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of
ideas.

focuses only loosely or partially on the application the innovator developed

describes in vague general terms how the application works

explains, but rather unclearly, how it helps teenagers improve their time-management
skills

uses the innovator’s responses in limited ways to support description and explanation
uses a few paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas.

7-8

focuses quite consistently on the application the innovator developed

describes reasonably clearly how the application works

explains to some extent methodically how it helps teenagers improve their time-
management skills

uses the innovator’s responses competently to support description and explanation
uses paragraphs and cohesive devices to structure the development of ideas
reasonably coherently.

9-10

focuses consistently and effectively on the application the innovator developed
describes clearly how the application works

explains methodically how it helps teenagers improve their time-management skills
uses the innovator’s responses skilfully to support description and explanation
uses paragraphing and cohesive devices which structure the development of ideas
effectively.
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Criterion C: Format

¢ How correctly does the student produce the required text type?
¢ To what extent are the conventions of text types appropriate?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.
1 The text type is not recognizable.

Conventions appropriate to the text type are not used.
2 The text type is hardly recognizable or is not appropriate.

Conventions appropriate to the text type are very limited.

3 The text type is sometimes recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are limited.

4 The text type is generally recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are evident.

5 The text type is clearly recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are effective and evident.

To gain maximum marks [5], all of the bulleted conventions must be applied.
To gain [3], more than half of the conventions must be applied.

Note: Examiners are reminded that Criterion C bullet points are marking notes, not mark schemes.
Therefore, where one or more bullet points are only partially fulfilled (eg appropriate register
generally used but not consistently, there is an opening salutation but no closing salutation etc),
some credit/recognition may still be given. In such cases, examiners should consider the work
holistically and use their professional judgements, with reference to the criteria, to arrive at the
final marks.

Expected conventions of the text type are as follows:

Question 1: Letter to the editor

will adopt a semi-formal to formal register

will adopt an appropriately serious tone

will give opinions in an interesting and engaging style
will include a greeting and a closing salutation

will refer to the original article/issue raised.

Question 2: Informal email

¢ will adopt a consistently informal register

o will adopt a lively, engaging style, perhaps with some “youth-speak” eg “I'm good”, “
etc

¢ will maintain clear sense of address to a specific person

o will have opening salutations

¢ will have closing salutations.

Can’t wait”
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Question 3: Pamphlet

will adopt a semi-formal to informal register

will have an engaging title

will have a short introduction and a conclusion

will identify ideas with format features, eg sub-headings, bullet points, numbering etc

will include practical aspects of the text type, eg “contact us”, or a phone number and/or an
email address.

N.B.: Graphic design as such is not marked

Question 4: Blog entry

will adopt a semi-formal to informal register

will have an engaging title for the entry (i.e. not the title of the blog in general)

will include first person statement and/or narration

will show awareness of the reader, eg through direct address, a lively and interesting style efc
will have a closing statement, eg invitation to comment, a conclusion drawn efc.

Question 5: Article based on an interview

www

will adopt a semi-formal register

will have a relevant headlineftitle

will have an introduction and a conclusion

will use a style aimed at involving and interesting the reader

will refer to the interview (e.g. including direct quotations); it will not be a verbatim transcript.
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Section B
Criterion A: Language

¢ How effectively and accurately does the student use language?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

Command of the language is limited and generally ineffective.
1-2 | Alimited range of vocabulary is used, with many basic errors.
Simple sentence structures are sometimes clear.

Command of the language is generally adequate, despite many inaccuracies.
3-4 | Afairly limited range of vocabulary is used, with many errors.
Simple sentence structures are usually clear.

Command of the language is effective, despite some inaccuracies.
5-6 | A range of vocabulary is used accurately, with some errors.
Simple sentence structures are clear.

Command of the language is good and effective.
7-8 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately, with few significant errors.
Some complex sentence structures are clear and effective.

Command of the language is very effective.
9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately and effectively, with very few errors.
Complex sentence structures are clear and effective.

Clarification

Word count

At HL, students are required to write a minimum of 250 words in section A and 150 words in
section B. Failure to write the minimum number of words will result in a [1 mark] penalty under
criterion A. There is no penalty for exceeding 400 words in section A or 250 words in section B: the
whole text should be taken into consideration in the award of marks.

Language

Not all errors have the same importance, and examiners should bear this in mind. Some errors
affect the communication of meaning significantly, and others do not. Also, some errors indicate a
fundamental lack of command of the language, while others may simply indicate a moment of
forgetfulness.

SLIPS — mistakes at all levels of difficulty, but erratic and occasional — eg the candidate normally
forms past tenses well, but occasionally forgets “-ed”.

FLAWS — errors occur more regularly, particularly in certain structures — eg past tenses are formed
correctly quite often, but are not really reliable, and there may be basic confusions (eg past simple
versus present perfect).

GAPS - some structures are rarely correct, or simply don’t appear — eg the past tenses are
needed, but do not appear.

A good answer will have very few language gaps, if any, and slips or flaws very rarely affect
meaning.
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Criterion B: Argument

¢ How skillfully does the student develop ideas?
e How clear and convincing is the argument?
e To what extent does the student react to the stimulus?

Marks

Level descriptor

0

The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1-2

The development of ideas is very poor, and the argument is unclear and
unconvincing.

The structure of the argument is vague and confusing.

The ideas are irrelevant.

The development of ideas is poor, and the argument is rarely clear and
convincing.

The structure of the argument is sometimes apparent.

The ideas are sometimes relevant.

The development of ideas is sometimes good, and the argument has some clarity
and is sometimes convincing.

The structure of the argument is evident.

The ideas are generally relevant.

7-8

The development of ideas is good and methodical; the argument is clear and
fairly convincing.

The structure of the argument is coherent and organized.

The ideas are well expressed and relevant.

9-10

The development of ideas is very good and methodical; the argument is
convincing.

The structure of the argument is consistently coherent and organized.

The ideas are very well expressed, relevant and engaging.
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Question 6: Imagine how boring life would be if everybody were perfect and the same.

e addresses poorly or not at all the central issue of sameness and perfection in
relation to boredom
provides little or no explanation of what “perfect” and “the same” are taken to mean

e presents an unclear or incoherent view of the statement: whether agreeing or
disagreeing, or considering pros and cons of both sides (which may include
discussing how lively it might be when people are different and imperfect)

e provides few, or unclear, reasons for the viewpoint

¢ links arguments very poorly or not at all.

34

e addresses vaguely or inconsistently the central issue of sameness and perfection
in relation to boredom

e provides fairly limited explanation of what “perfect” and “the same” are taken to
mean

5-6 e presents a rather unclear view of the statement: whether agreeing or disagreeing,
or considering pros and cons of both sides (which may include discussing how
lively it might be when people are different and imperfect)

e provides reasons for the viewpoint that are not very clearly explained

¢ links arguments unclearly and ineffectively at times.

e addresses to some extent the central issue of sameness and perfection in relation
to boredom
provides some explanation of what “perfect’” and “the same” are taken to mean

e presents a reasonably clear view of the statement: whether agreeing or
disagreeing, or considering pros and cons of both sides (which may include
discussing how lively it might be when people are different and imperfect)

e provides reasons for the viewpoint that are competently explained

¢ links arguments reasonably clearly and effectively.

e addresses directly the central issue of sameness and perfection in relation to
boredom

e provides a coherent explanation of what “perfect” and “the same” are taken to
mean

9-10 |e presents a clear and coherent view of the statement: whether agreeing or
disagreeing, or considering pros and cons of both sides (which may include
discussing how lively it might be when people are different and imperfect)

e provides reasons for the viewpoint that are clearly explained and well-supported
links arguments clearly and effectively.

Note: Some candidates may choose to “imagine” and describe a world of perfection. While
such an approach would not be the usual ‘argued opinion’, it should be accepted, and
marked according to the extent to which the description is “coherent”, “clearly explained and
well-supported”.

The marking instructions on IBIS allow for “unexpected or unconventional approaches (e.qg.
argument presented within an invented or fictional context) provided that there is a clear link
to the key idea(s) in the stimulus’.
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