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World religions
Standard level
Paper 2

Instructions to candidates

 y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
 y Answer one question.
 y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [15 marks].
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Answer one question. Each question is worth [15 marks].

Hinduism

1. Examine the various origins of doctrines in Hinduism.

2. “Samskara rituals are only important for men.” Discuss.

Buddhism

3. Examine the importance of the monastic life in Buddhism.

4. “Dhamma/dharma is the most important of the Three Jewels (Buddha, dhamma/dharma, sangha)  
of Buddhism.” Discuss.

Sikhism

5. Discuss the importance of sharing karah parshad (food given through God’s grace) in Sikhism.

6. Compare and contrast the experience of worship in the gurdwara and in the home.

Open-ended question

7. With reference to one religion, to what extent can the use of violence be justified in Hinduism or 
Buddhism or Sikhism?
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Judaism

8. “The Torah will always be the most important source of authority for Jews.” To what extent do you 
agree with this statement?

9. Examine the importance of the Talmud.

Christianity

10. “Christmas is the most important festival for Christians.” Discuss.

11. Examine different ways in which Christians interpret the Bible.

Islam

12. Examine sawm (fasting) as an individual and group experience.

13. “Sunni and Shi’ah imams perform identical roles.” Discuss.

Open-ended question

14. With reference to one religion—Judaism or Christianity or Islam—examine attitudes to  
conversion/reversion.
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