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Section A

Answer one question from this section. Each question in this section is worth [25 marks].

Core theme: Being human

1.	 Look at the following image and its accompanying quotation and develop your response as 
indicated below.

“A student’s learning and hard work is a defining moment in their life.”

	 With explicit reference to the stimulus and your own knowledge, discuss a philosophical issue 
related to the question of what it means to be human.
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2.	 Look at the following image and develop your response as indicated below.

Sport has the power
to change the world

and our future
The Tokyo 1964 Games completely transformed Japan.

The Tokyo 2020 Games, as the most innovative in history,
will bring positive reform to the world by building on three core concepts:

“Striving for your personal best (Achieving Personal Best)”
“Accepting one another (Unity in Diversity)”

“Passing on Legacy for the future (Connecting to Tomorrow)”

	 With explicit reference to the stimulus and your own knowledge, discuss a philosophical issue 
related to the question of what it means to be human.
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Section B

Answer two questions from this section, each chosen from a different optional theme. Each question in 
this section is worth [25 marks].

Optional theme 1: Aesthetics

3.	 To what extent can art be defined?

4.	 Evaluate the claim that to appreciate art properly it is “form” that is important.

Optional theme 2: Epistemology

5.	 Evaluate the claim that “the limits of my language mean the limits of my world”.

6.	 Evaluate the claim that technology as “the capacity to own, buy and sell knowledge, has 
contributed to the development of the new, knowledge-based societies”.

Optional theme 3: Ethics

7.	 Evaluate the view that a moral act is one that originates from a sense of duty.

8.	 Evaluate the claim that all morality is relative.

Optional theme 4: Philosophy and contemporary society

9.	 Evaluate the claim that “everyone needs boundaries and a space they can call their own, 
therefore distinct societies and cultures need to be maintained”.

10.	 Evaluate the claim that technological advancements enhance human progress.

Optional theme 5: Philosophy of religion

11.	 Evaluate the claim that there is a God because something exists rather than nothing.

12.	 To what extent can religious belief be challenged by psychological considerations?
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Optional theme 6: Philosophy of science

13.	 Explain and discuss the impact of modern scientific research (such as biology, cognitive science, 
neuroscience and artificial intelligence) on the understanding of the self.

14.	 Evaluate the claim that whereas epistemology is focused on the study of knowledge, the 
philosophy of science is concerned with the practices of science.

Optional theme 7: Political philosophy

15.	 Evaluate the claim that the purpose of government is the preservation of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.

16.	 Explain and discuss the merits of “power to the people” as an idea in politics.
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