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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1

Introduction

Agriculture is an applied science learning area that
involves theory and practical activities in soil, water,
plant and animal management, farm tools and
machinery as well as agri-business. This four-year
learning phase (Forms 1 - 4) will provide learners
with opportunities to identify, investigate and solve
problems, carry out agricultural activities and
assess their viability in a sustainable manner. The
learners will be assessed through continuous and
summative assessments.

1.2 Rationale

Zimbabwe’s economy is agro-based. The nation
embarked on an agrarian land reform and therefore
it is imperative that learners, in their diversity,
acquire necessary agricultural knowledge, skills
and positive attitudes from grassroots level. This
would enable all learners to be proactive,
productive and to add value to the community and
national economy. Learners should value the
dignity of labour and harness available
opportunities for enterprise development. Learners
are expected to exhibit skills in:

Problem solving

Critical thinking

Decision making

Conflict management

Leadership

Self-management

Communication

Information and Communication Technology
(ICT)and innovation

Enterprise development

1.3 Summary of Content

The Form 1 — 4 Agriculture syllabus will cover

theory and practical activities in areas of soil, water,
plant and animal management, farm tools and
machinery and agri-business. This four-year
learning phase seeks to develop skills in
sustainable soil, water, plant and animal
management, farm tools and machinery as well as
production of agricultural commodities. The
syllabus will help all learners to acquire marketing
and value addition skills.

1.4 Methodology and time allocation

Methodology

Learner centred and hands on approaches
should be used in the development of concepts
and skills. These approaches should be
inclusive and should encourage curiosity and
promote practical-oriented learning. Learners
should apply their experiences, knowledge,
skills and attitudes independently. Linkage
between theory and practice should be
implemented in the teaching and learning of
agriculture.

The following are suggested methods of teaching and

learning of Agriculture:

Discussions
Demonstrations
Experimentation
Problem-solving
Discovery method
Collections

Project-based learning

[ J

[ J

o

o

o

o

® Research
®  Educational tours

® E-learning

® Debate

® Design-based learning
® Dramatization/role-play
o

Case studies
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Gallery walk
Resource person(s)
Simulations

Song and Dance

Survey

Exhibitions

NB. The above suggested methods should be enhanced
by the application of orthodidactic principles and multi-
sensory approaches to teaching. These include tactility,
concreteness, individualisation, self-activity, totality and
wholeness. Teachers are encouraged to address the
learners’ residual senses.

1.5 Assumptions

It is assumed that all learners have practical skills
and knowledge of:

agrarian land reform
growing plants and rearing of animals
the use of farm tools, implements and machinery

marketing of agricultural produce

the use of different natural resources

1.6 Cross-Cutting Themes

This phase will develop, in learners, an appreciation of:

Gender equity
Teamwork

Safety

Health issues

Food security
Technology
Environmental issues

Disaster and risk management

Enterprise

® Children’s rights and responsibilities

® Heritage

2.0 PRESENTATION OF THE SYLLABUS

The Agriculture syllabus is a single document
covering Forms 1 - 4. The syllabus also suggests a
list of resources to be used during teaching and
learning.

3.0 Aims

The syllabus aims to help learners to:

3.1 appreciate the socio-economic
agriculture to the country

importance of

3.2 develop a positive attitude towards Agriculture and

its study as a science

3.3 develop positive attitude towards the country's
natural resources so as to conserve and use them

sustainably within the school and in the community

3.4 apply psychomotor and communication skills in

agriculture

3.5 develop enterprise, leadership and agri-business

skills

3.6 develop the ability to solve agricultural problems
through the application of indigenous knowledge,

scientific skills and new technology

3.7 develop innovativeness in agricultural practice

including value addition

3.8 lay a foundation for advanced studies and a career

in the field of agriculture

3.9 contribute to the improvement of nutritional needs

and food security for the country
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4.0

SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

By the end of this learning phase learners should be able

to:

41

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

4.11

relate the socio-economic importance of
agriculture to the country

select suitable techniques, equipment and
materials for safe and correct use

relate the environment and climatic conditions to
agricultural activities

plan, implement and manage an agricultural
enterprise

design and carry-out experimental or investigative
activities using appropriate techniques

present and interpret information in the form of
graphs, diagrams and tables

solve agricultural problems theoretically and
practically

carry out relevant estimations, measurements and
calculations

design agricultural equipment and structures
using local materials

select appropriate techniques to add value to
agricultural produce

demonstrate the ability to conserve natural
resources sustainably

412  apply scientific principles and indigenous
knowledge systems to improve nutritional value
and food security

413  practice conservation techniques to protect the
environment

414  select an agricultural career using the knowledge
and skills acquired
Time Allocation
Eight periods of 35 minutes per week should be
allocated for adequate coverage of the syllabus.
Two double periods for theory and a block of four
periods for practicals should be allocated.
Learners should be engaged in at least one
educational tour and one seminar per year.

5.0.TOPICS

5.1  General Agriculture

5.2 Soil and water

5.3 Crop husbandry

5.4  Animal husbandry

5.5 Farm structures and machinery

5.6 Agri-business
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The Agriculture learning area will be assessed through continuous and summative assesse-

ments as illustrated in the assessment model

8.0 ASSESSMENT MODEL
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ASSESSMENT
ASSESSMENT COMPONENT WEIGHTING
Continuous assessment 30%
Summative 70%

Learners will be assessed on their ability to demonstrate knowledge and understanding, application
of knowledge and experimental skills

Knowledge and understanding

« discuss, describe, identify and demonstrate specific animal science facts, principles,
relationships, concepts, practical techniques and terminology

« summarise and explain any given animal science information Application of knowledge

« illustrate, interpret, solve and criticize specific phenomena of animal science

* schedule, test and experiment, using animal science facts and principles

« compare, contrast and criticise any procedures, processes and techniques employed in animal

science

Experimental skills

+ design and develop experimental activities in animal science

* report, illustrate and interpret observations correctly

+ assess and justify methods of production employed in animal science

+ compose, construct and organise given animal science facts into diagrams, tables and graphs
+ analyse, interpret and evaluate results from any given animal science activity

8.2 SKILLS SPECIFICATION GRID

Skill Weighting

Knowledge and understanding 40%

Application of knowledge with understanding 35%

Practical skills and investigation 25%

Total 100%
8.3 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

The syllabus scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements,
accommodations and modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessment
to enable candidates with special needs to also access assessment.
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8.4 CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT (30%)

Continuous assessment shall involve projects, theory tests and practical tests.
A learner is expected to produce a project portfolio at each of the following levels:

* Form 1

* Form 2

* Form 3

* Form 4
Skill Weighting
Knowledge and understanding 40%
Application of knowledge with understanding 35%
Practical skills and investigation 25%
Total 100%

NOTE: A profile system has to be developed for every learner to capture those attributes that
cannot be measured such as the soft skills. A folio comprises test results throughout the sec-
ondary school on an annual basis and marks collected from the four prescribed projects. Obser-
vation schedules, checklists, tests and project tasks are to be set at district level and
standardised nationally.

8.5 SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT (70%)

Learners are required to take papers 1 to 3.

PAPER DURATION MARKS WEIGHTING
DESCRIPTION

Paper 1 1 hour 40 20%

Paper 2 2 hours 100 35%

Paper 3 5 Terms 100 15%

Description of the Summative assessment structure
The Summative assessment comprises two components as follows:

Paper 1 (1hr — 40 marks) 20%
There are 40 Objective type questions and candidates are required to answer all.

Paper 2 (2hrs — 100 marks) 35%

Paper 2 consists of two sections.

Section A: Six compulsory structured questions based on the whole syllabus -60Marks.
Section B: Six questions will be set: three on Crop Production and three on Animal Husbandry.
Candidates must answer twoquestions only: one from Crop Production and one from Animal
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Husbandry.

Each question carries (20) marks. Candidates are expected to show thorough understanding of
practical skills involved in the studied areas.

Paper 3 Coursework 15%
This is a practical coursework paper marked by the teacher and moderated by ZIMSEC. Details
are available from ZIMSEC.
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